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Digital Significance

Internet Basics

What is the Internet?

What is the Internet?

A layer on top of the telephone 
system (mostly)
A network of networks
A market for unbundling product 
features
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The Internet is…

A layer on top of the telephone 
system (mostly)
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The Internet is

A network of networks
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The Internet: New Backbones
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The Internet: New ISPs
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The Internet: Broadband
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The Internet is

A market for 
unbundling product 

features

Internet is a market

court agency 1 agency 2 private
sector legislature

connex index
index

index indexconnex

GUI
GUI

consumer

Step 1: connect to Internet
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Step 2: consult WWW page
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Step 3: Web server returns URL
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Step 4: client “executes” URL
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Step 5: source pointed to by URL 
returns desired object
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